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Foreword

We are happy to say that, even through the lockdown, children who had been
regular in the Village learning Centers could keep up with their studies fo
quite an extent. For most children in the villages, and even the lower economic
strata in the urban centres, it has been quite challenging to continue with
their academic work throughout the lockdown. Primarily many of them cannot
afford internet connections, or appropriate devices that would enable them to
follow their teacher or keep up with their classes. A major factor is also the
ambience within rural households, wherein, the priorities around addressing
the food and basic day o day needs take priority over the academic needs.
Children are not spared these compelling pressures, especially when they stay
at home. In addition, there is no one o put them through their learnings, as
parents themselves are mostly illiterate.

We realised this very soon after the lockdown when from village after village,
parents came and entreated us to somehow continue their children's schooling.
And so the decision o begin learning centres was taken. Started initially with
just 4 learning centres, the numbers soon grew to 25 and then 30, catering to
more than 1000 children. It kept the teachers busier than ever, as meetings
were conducted in the villages, site selections were taken up, trainings
organised, and appropriate teaching learning material was developed.

The opening of the learning centres was followed by rigorous training of
the selected edu-leaders. What was missing was demonstration classes, in
Agragamee School. This would have provided teachers with practical insights
on how feaching should be taken up, and how it should progress from day to
day, as also how fo engage children in creative and playful ways. Agragamee
School teachers substituted this by engaging practically and demonstrating
different methods in the Village Learning Centres.
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We also developed the 'Kau Dake Ka' primer into wall charts, and gave it to the
Edu-leaders. These were quickly taken apart by the children. But our chagrin
turned fo appreciation, when we found that this enabled the students to lay
out the wall charts on the ground and learn very effectively!!

The community was only too happy with all this, as now the Agragamee
method would cover many more children in the villages including the boys.
The reports that follow were written at the end of the lockdown, about 15
days after Agragamee School reopened. It is a proof of the effectiveness
of Agragamee's creative language development or whole language approach of
teaching that over the two year period, the Village Learning Centres not only
reached out to drop outs, but was also able to build up skills in those who had
never attended Agragamee School so that they were also actively taking part
in the writer's workshops.

The writers’ workshop included boys and girls from different village, and the
writings are a fascinating glimpse into village life and its various facets. Some
wrote about the mountains surrounding their village, others wrote about the
flower gardens and the lovely scent of flowers, while others wrote about the
way they celebrate different festivals. Priyatama writes about the temple in
her village, and the rigorous almost magical rituals performed therein by the
priest, Krushna Nayak has written with beautiful illustrations about the large
tall mountains surrounding his village, and Pushpanjali Thodia writes about the
banyan tree at the head of her village, and its shade and how children swing
and climb and play around it. The most fascinating the 'Baghamara Pathara
story by Lipi, describing the legend of fierce tigers living by the river and
sitting on the large rocks in the middle of the river reminds us that school
education has an important role to capture and preserve such folklore as they
are an important part of local history.

We would like to thank our donors, who have steadfastly stood by us in these
difficult times, and without whom such education would not have been possible.
We welcome you all to visit our centres, visit us, and when the lockdown is
over, visit the Agragamee School.

Achyut Das
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Our Village

There is big banyan tree in the field

near our village. That banyan tree [~

looks very beautiful. That's why our
village people often go there and
comfort themselves for sometime
under the tree. The tree is full of
berries. Many wild birds, parrots,
pigeons, crow, cuckoo etc. reach
here to eat this berry. During the
festival fime our village people go to
that banyan tree and offer worship.
Thereafter, they fix a red cloth
around its trunk. There are many
root-shoots hanging down from the
tree. We love to swing in the air to
and fro clutching these root-shoots
together. We decorate the banyan
tree tfrunk with garlands and engage in
lot of fun and frolic during the 'Raja’
festival. We fix up the row to make
a swing from a branch of the banyan
tree and enjoy swinging in the air.

Banyan Tree

The banyan tree is called
the India National Tree because it
becomes a huge tree extending its
branches to far and wide when it
grows older. The children playing in
the field nearby take rest under the
banyan tree during the sunny days.
The drinking water facility is made
during the summer season so that
the passerby could take rest under
the banyan free and drink water.
The banyan tree is near the temple.
The banyan tree is worshipped

1| on Monday and Saturday. The

people worship and have great
respect the banyan tree. The

banyan tree gives us oxygen.
Therefore, our village people
never cut the banyan tree and
protect it.

Puspanjali Jhodia,
Class V, Badamaribhatta
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Our Village

Our village name is Ranjuguda.
Our village is very beautiful.
It is very beautiful because
three tall mountains
surround the two hamlets
of our village. The name
of these three mountains
is Baghbil, Kapkucha and
Tumtuma. More than half of
our villagers manage their |
livelihoods from agriculture.
They sustain their family
by selling potato, brinjal, radish and
maize in the local market when these
are produced in their family garden.
There are some villagers who work
in Govt. offices as 'Sir' and '‘Madam’
position and earn money fo manage
their families.

That's why we love our village

very much. Our village's total
population is about 250. There are
four tube-wells in our village. One
tube well is installed at the river, the
second one is installed in the middle
of the hamlet, the third is installed in
the school and the last one is installed
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on road-side.The water
level of two tube well
' <)’| get dry during the
summer season while the
71 | level of rest two tube
o wells never get dry. The
gj villagers use two tfube

5| wells for their water
( needs. In our village we
5| observe Pousa festival,
Z Cow festival and Mango
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Both the young boys and girls
perform 'Demsa’ (indigenous dance)
dance in the village during the festive
occasion. The drummer and musician
play to the tune of dance. The village
people engage in lot of amusement
and entertaining activities. Mango
festival is celebrated in April. Pousa
festival is observed in January. Paddy
festival is celebrated in September. children there. After completing my
Cow festival is observed in November. school study here I enrolled myself
During the rainy season our villagers in another upper-grade school. There
collectpy —== are two roads in our
mushrooms [ village. In one road
from a nearby § one can go to Telingiri
area.  Every [0 and Rayagada. And,
family of the [ in another road one
village cooks [& can go to Renga and
and eats that Kashipur. A bridge has
mushroom. been constructed in
There is a M2a% our village. The stream
Govt. school in the village. flows down the bridge.

Children from six to ten years Therearea lot of fish in that stream.
old attain the school. One male Bharati Sahu,
teacher and a lady teacher teach the Class VI, Ranjuguda

\ AT avavavave\
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About Our Village

My name of BatiJhodia, Village:
Katali. There is a school in our =
village. The children of our village £
go there for their school study.
There mountains that surrounds
our village from all sides. We |g %
grow lot of crops like Paddy, Ragi &
(Finger Millet), Foxtail Millets,
Little Millets, Arhar, pigeon

pen indigenous areen [REETRNGTR, Fan
gram, cowpea, pumpkin, : . ] :
Cucumber etc. in those

mountains. We have a

forest in our Vvillage.
We collect fuel wood,
different  kinds of
leaves, mushrooms and
edible roots. There is
a big stream near our
village. We go there for
bath. During the daytime

the village people go for work
in the field and for household
work. During the winter and
summer season the people
grow potatoes and brinjal and
vegetables in the land near the
big stream. We celebrate Rani
Festival, Chaita Festival, Diwali
Festival, Pousa Festival and Bali
festival.
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The  village
road is good. There
aretwo tubewelland
pipe water supply in
the village. There
are flower gardens
inour village. There
are Hibiscus, Rose,
Crape Jasmine,
Malli, Itla flowers in
those gardens. We
have fwo temples in
our village. One is

i

F

e

e

¥ il |

Rajashree Temple ,
and another is Tarini Temple. People
offer there for worship. There are
lot of cattle stock and goats in our
village and they go fto the mountains
for grazing. A total of 120 households
are in our village comprising the four

hamlets. That's why I love my village.
I don't like to leave my village and
stay in other village. There are three
shops in the village. These shops sell
potatoes, sugar, sweets, biscuits
etc. There are two forests in the
village. It contains

Pl
en Tl N e

SNE) R & .‘_q-f

various species of
fruits and berry
tfrees and many
wild animals and
birds live there.
The name of
fruits trees are
mango, jackfruit
etc. trees in that
forests.

Bati Jhodia,
Class V, Katali
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About Our Village

Our village name is Ranjuguda. The

people of the village manage their - .

livelihood from agriculture. The
village has 55 houses. The roof of

have cottage roofs. 4 houses have |s
concrete roofs. A total of 420 §
persons live in the village. There :
are stream, river, waterline and a §
pond is there in the village. There
are two hamlets in the village.
There are three mountains are there
surrounding the hamlets. The names
of these mountains are Baghbeli,
Kapukuchha and JThumjhuma. There is
a school in the village. Children from
six years of age go there for school
study. The villagers rear cow, goat,
sheep, buffalo, chicken and have
pet dogs and cats. One tube-well is
installed within the hamlet, another

18 | A Report by Students

41 houses is asbestos. 6 houses | o

tube-well is installed near our home,
the third tube-well is installed near
the school and the fourth tube-well is
installed nearby the village-road.

The people collect firewood
from the forest. They wash their
hands and feet after they reach
their home. The villagers take lot
of pleasure form celebrating the
festivals in the village. The children
attend the Govt. school in the village.

= The villagers go for plough when
it becomes morning. They sow
paddy seeds in the field. In the
upland they sow millets like Ragi,
Paddy, Little Millets and Niger
etc. Thevillagers generally go for
plantation of Eucalyptus, mango,
cashew, jackfruit saplings.

Minati Majhi,
Class VI, Ranjuguda
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Ama Gaon Dalaghata Puja

This Dalaghata Puja (worshipping the
deity) festival is oganised in our village
once in every eleven years. If there is
more fever and other diseases occur
in the village then the villagers go for
this ritual worshipping of deity. The
villagers collect a fee from all the
households fo organize the event.
Then, we pay the priest fo conduct
that ritual worshipping in our village.
All the families draw the traditional
floor and  wall
painting of Odisha [
with rice paste in
their home. If
the Deity is in [
the Harijan Sahi |
then we arrange
and organize our
worship place in front of our homes
with paddy, Ragi, rice, cocoanut,
perfume stick, candle light. If the
Deity is little nearer to our hamlet
then we light the candle. We fan the
Deity and the Priest with perfume.
Thereafter, they leave one by one
household dancing and taking the
Deity with them. They put an iron
stick in the ground there.

Then, after our hamlet's ritual
worship is completed we go to other
hamlets to witness the festive

20 | A Report by Studeonts

activities. The Deity comes to our
hamlets after visiting through the
hamlets of Panasguda, Jamguda,
Bhitarsahi, Katiasahi, Khandiasahi,
Harijansahi. By the time we get ready
with all the accessories of Deity
worship. Both the boys and girls of all
the hamlets come here for witnessing
the festival. They visit the temple. The
priest, priestess and other positive
female shaman get back to their

: normal  consciousness
sl affer they come to
| the temple. The people
| also return fo their
{ home. During the ritual
| festival all the time
people prepare garlands
and put it on the Priest.
The band party also plays their music
throughout the time. We visit the
place of festival after getting dressed
properly. The crowds of people rush
to the spot pushing one another and
play holy sound loudly. The priests
walk past from home to home dancing
and clutching a stick swinging it in air.
The people rush to the area to where
the priest moves for catching the
Deity.

We observe this festival for
seven days. We buy mixture, biscuits,
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chocolate from

there. We offer B SSSstcllllll/ilA b .

flower and fruits
to the Deity. The
boys and girls
don't approach the
Priest for twelve
days for fear of
being beaten by
him. When the
spirits  of  the
Deity leaves the
body of the Priest then only the as far as the femple and then they
people come to the Priest. After the would return their home respectively.
festival is over the people would go Hemalata Gouda, Class V, Kashipur
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About Our Village Hill

Big mountains surround our village.
The villagers grow crops in those
mountains. These mountains have
also some forest cover. We cut those
trees and plants as fuel wood for us.
The villagers don't give away the trees
and plants to other people. They use
those trees and plants as fuel wood by
themselves. If anybody couldn't grow
crops then he would hand it over to
other farmer in share-cropping. The

stream has originated from the top
of the mountain. In those mountains
the birds and animals live. It seems
as if the sun-rise occurs amidst the
mountain tops in the early morning.
There are many big trees in our
village mountains. There are many
species of trees in these mountains.
There are many herbal species of
plants in these mountains. These
mountains look very beautiful during
the sun-rise time. There is
forest cover around these
mountains. Our village is
surrounded by very big
mountains. It looks very
beautiful if you look at
these mountains from a
long distance.
Krushna Naik,
Patamund
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About Our Village Forest

There are three big hills surrounding
our village. Mongo, sal, guava, silver,
Kendu, eucalyptus, strawberry trees
are there in those hills. Likewise,
those jungles are full of such big
trees. We call that jungle as Khaman
Jungle. Our villagers grow crops
under the foothills of those jungles
and have planted mango, cashew efc.
That jungle will be half-a-kilometer
away from us. Along with the Katali
village the people from Patamund,
Naringjodi, Padabanda, Kumbharasila,
Ratapada, Parajasila etfc. villages also

G = SRy

ABILRG - oy
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come to this jungle to collect mango,
flowers, leaves, fuel-wood, , herbal
medicines, mushrooms, hill-broom
plant, perfume from the Sal tree and
yam, tuber-roots, sweet potato efc.
for their diverse needs and some
people sell those items at Kashipur
weekly market. Some other people
give a part of it to others and rest
they use as their own firewood. Wild
animals and birds like deer, rabbit,
fox, jackle, monkey, parrot, Sari
(Indian Hill Mynah Bird), pigeon, crow,
Kathahana (Wood Pecker), sparrow,
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myna etc. live in that jungle. When
we have Chaiti Festival our villagers
go to that Khaman jungle for hunting
for three days. In those three days
they would hunt whatever wild animal
they find on their way. And, at the
end of the festival day they would
distribute their hunting share to all
the households in the village. The
stream surrounding that jungle flow
down to the big stream of our village
and flowing down further to mingle
with the Indravati River. The people
cut and bring some trees from that
jungle. So, the forest department is

28 | A Report by Students

planting some saplings of trees in the
thinner forest cover area. Therefore,
the forest cover is expanding day-
by-day. The Forest staff who also
in-charge of forest protection jungle
threatens with legal action against
anybody who wants to cut trees. He
warns people not to cut trees of the
jungle. Yet, the people continue to
cut trees till date, and as a result
the Khaman Jungle cover has been
gradually becoming smaller and
thinner.

Jagnaseni Naik, Class V, Katali
Learning Center



2IgISl <l
AGRAGAMEE

Pl o &Hm N ﬁaﬁ Q@Q A
99 Q) |G N Skl §g
@RV e S0 @, 1B %‘@Q‘R‘m \\
=4 |_,ﬁ @m S PpEInY) RO, ISR \; :
KRR ard oy 0B 16l Ak
BR6e Q0 of ogsie),of RS B '~-
S G k) ol ), 51618\ o RERS);
0 A%k, QRSP ), Mc&;‘@g@
o6 o IS GHRIOERIEN
2 96 QO emy ey re@\'am%@l% |

Q@Oﬁ\\ﬂ‘] V) aR) QE@ (rfvj@ AN 'ﬁt il
fﬁlﬂ@mm@@@@m@@@ |
| PRl R RE1D) PR ORR @3\,\@\ 7
@W@arm SR ZIRTIN e G S0 |\ /.
B G P, SFoRiEn 906 @sibm N\
S g 8 @a@@ o [0

),

f JI'.

E}_i'

@E%Gl@i%\ h@"@ﬂ 0,0 L, PG| D) ﬂ;_!-ﬁu\ﬂ ¢ Q)

il.
LY
- —— -: — -.‘1.'- -”J

I . | _. = (-

- u-.:hﬁ-._.-._

i 1 b i
2 R
o ) T,

A Report by Students | 29



2GSl
AGRAGAMEE

About Our Village Kashipur

Our village is Kashipur. Our hamlet
of Kashipur village is Goudasahi. My
name is Rukmini Gouda. I study in
Class V. Our school's name is Mukta
GyanaKutira, Agragamee Vidyalaya,
Kashipur. There are nine temples in
Kashipur. Those temples are: Maa
Thakurani, Maa Manikeswari, Shiva
Temple, Shri Jagannath Temple,
Maa Kali, Ganesh Temple, nakatiguda
Temple, Hanuman Temple, Gayatri
Temple etfc. have been constructed in
Kashipur. There are many big houses
are there in Kashipur. The people of
our village observe a lot of festival.
Those festivals are: Mango Festival,
Tamarind Festival, Holi Festival,
Diwali Festival, Pousa Festival, Chaiti
Festival etc. are celebrated. But, out
g"%ﬁﬁﬁm‘%

| LR \
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w7 e %
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of these festival we

celebrate Diwali,
Mango and Chaiti
Festival with full of
| joy and happiness.
There are also
schools in the
Kashipur. The names
of those schools
| are: Primary School,
Sishu Mandira
Upper Primary
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School, Harijanpada
Ashrama  School,

Adarsha Vidyalaya,
Nodal School
High School and
Mukta Gyana
Kutira Agragamee
Vidyalaya, Kashipur.
There are many
Yatras are also
organized in our
village. Those
Yatras are: Ratha |
Yatra, Bali Yatra,
Lakhamara Yatra,

Dalaghanta Yatra, Shivaratri Yatra,
Ghanta Yatra etc. We celebrate all
these Yatras. We also celebrate many
Pujas. Those Pujas are: Ganseh Puja,

3 B 3
! Bl R

Durga Puja, Saraswati Puja, Laxmi
Puja, Biswakarma Puja, Kali Puja and
Janmastami Puja etc. We celebrate
with lot enthusiasm

these Pujas

e -:JJ

W putmmcv w9
'kﬂuun;?!!FF—r1

A
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| §

| shops are: Sweets

[ Biscuits & Mixture

.| Shop and Medicine

and pleasure. There
are also many shops
in  Kashipur. Those

shop, Dress Shop,
Cycle Shop, Vegetable
Shop, Tiffin Shop,
Icecream Shop,

Shop, Chudimali Shop,
Jilabi  Shop, Shoe
Shop, Chowmin Shop,
Bookstore, Petrol

Shop. In our village
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there are Jan
Seva Kendra, Bank,
Health Centre and
the Tehsil Court.
Some people of our
village grow crops
in the mountain
and manage their

Nra®

)
-

SO\ 1

iy

>

R/
S ‘1. e’

Tomato etc. The people of Kashipur
have been polluting the village like
anything. There are very big hills
in our village. Those hills look very
beautiful because there are many
wild animals, birds, flowers and fruits
in it. There are many households and
hamlets in Kashipur. These houses

TN

A __ N P

family. Those |

crops are: Ragi, [N)

Little  Millets, [€

Arhar, cTnd ?_‘ 2. W
vegetables  like [0 YK IBE S
Potato,  Brinjal,

.T'"_" ——

q a7
] '

8 :; ™~

ML TL @

have been beautifully decorated with
many different shades of colour and
designs. There is a big mountain in
our village. The people of our village
and hamlet go to that mountain for
collecting firewood and leaves. There
are some big and small mango orchards
in our village. Those orchards bear
very sweet mango.
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There is a big
cashew garden in
= the mountain of our
village. The people
of our hamlet and
of Kashipur village
go together for
collecting firewood,
leaves and cashew
~| and its seeds. There
are a number of



2IgISl <l
AGRAGAMEE

e ]
& R

= 1 4 5 - A il '
sl

- A -+ 1 — s |
y - i '..":F' = s . —;"'

B w0 ©18 G amey e oo mn i

BI° 5 055 <59 w5, g 5@ v
4—“?“1 | | ?@ 1) |Ge\%) & *aud’ai? a@fg} c;:@;? S8y f:
2 oo S oads oo o6 flg
v | 6@&@@8%\;@@\%@ w?m J@%W{f}‘g, a8
Ml & B9 o 508 P
| R e W6 I RN AW via slies w§) | [{ e
) ‘Wﬁﬁiﬁﬁgﬂgisﬁggqﬁwﬁﬂﬁﬁ*%EmfﬁﬁlﬁQ&ﬁﬁéﬁ |
! A \ i"\m £ "{ﬁb CDC-@@ !
D' | 00 sieny o) e @Qs%% b
B \ep G ey OB T ARG Wi (T
910 Gl SN AR V) <8 ||
RO i, AP sy SRt |
RN o8 e B
SN - ok

DA - ISR e _
PAC PR R - QP ) SYAORS SN

DAL R
DR~ DI

A Reppont by Students, | 35



2GSl
AGRAGAMEE

tube-wells and Solar Pipe
installedinourvillage. There |
are also many different
varieties of colorful flowers
inour village. That's why our
village looks very beautiful.
Our village is situated in the
Rayagada district. There
are BDO office, Tehsil
office, Panchayat office,
Post office, Fire Centre
and Vertinary Centre _
etc. in  Kashipur.
There are four ponds
and many streams are
there in our village.
Now, the Govt. has
supplied Street Light
and Chairs for every
village. Our village
looks very beautiful

because the Street
| Lights are on after
the evening. There
1| is a Police Station in
Kashipur. That's why
our village looks very
beautiful.
; Rukmini Gouda,
A f‘%’ Class V Goudasahi,
: Kashipur

%’ B R emgan 2 ﬁﬁ@-atwm dema@ g\ even at night
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Our Village Temple

There is a Temple in our village. The
name of that temple is Majhi Gouri.
There are three priests perform the
worship activities at the temple. They
adorn Red Bengle, red scarp, Mangala
Sutra to the detities. Ghanta and
earthen pot are there in the
Temple. They offer garland
of Hibiscus, Bel/Bilva leaf
(Aegle marmelos), cocoanuf,

and ring bell etc. to perform
verandah of the Temple |

worship shelf is there for a |5
deity to perform worship. [

incense stick, light candle et

their worship tfo GOD. On 8=

place. Devotees bind red cloth or
threads round the trunk of these
banyan trees. Outside the temple
there are shops, a tube-well, some
marigold flower plants, white Datura
flower plant, champak flower plants,

There are two lion statues at
the entrance of the Temple. There
are mango tree, banyan tree, a bore-
well, a kitchen with a electric board
and a waiting place for devotees
outside the Temple. There are three
local deities and a banyan tree in
the back-side of the Temple. That
ritual place is also decorated with
garlands. If any devotee worshiped
there and his prayer was fulfilled
then he would offer food to the deity
in respect. There the goats, sheep,
chicken, pigeon etc. are sacrificed
as an offer to the deity. There are
two banyan trees near this worship

38 | A Report by Students

mango tree and Hibiscus plants are
there. Jhodia hamlet is located near
the Temple. The Majhi Gouri Temple
is open to devotees only on Tuesday.
Devotees from very far away villages
come here on Tuesday to offer their
prayer. Some family perform their
baby's ‘hair-shaving' ceremony here.
And, they do their baby's birth-
hair shaving ceremony here. Bali
Yatra festival is celebrated here
in month of Bhadrav/September.
People bring many items here for
sale. Girls wear Sarees. People visit
their relatives' home. The priests sit
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on the bed of thorn on this day of
festival. The main priest vyielding
a sword sits on that thorny bed.
Another one sits there with a bamboo
basket. At this moment the priest
sits on this bed with a child on its lap.
Yet, the thorny bed just doesn't cause
any wound to the priest. Because, at
this time the Goddess spirit takes
hold the priests. So, there's no wound

40 | A Report by Students

caused in the body of priests. That's
why they are able fo sit on the thorny
bed. In the end the head priest keeps
the heads of sacrificed animals’
head in line and offers it fo the
deity chanting mantra. At that time
the deity accepts these sacrificed
animals' heads as offering.
Priyatama Naik,
Class VI, Champajodi
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Ama Gaon Phulagachha

There are many flower plants in
our village. There has been a flower
garden made in our village. Many
different varieties of flowers bloom
in that garden. The fragrance of the
flowers mesmerizes us. We water the
flower plants and take care of the
garden. We are very fond of seeing
a Bhanra seated on a flower. The
flowers are used in of fering worship,
marriage, birthday, using it on head
as garland, festival, Yatra etc. flowers
like hibiscus, rose, marigold, Champa/
plumeria, zinnia, Dahlia, lotus, water
lily are used for the purpose. Our
friend has a very big flower garden.
We go there to collect flowers during
the festivals in our village.

We use those flowers in the
worship during Ghanta Yatra, Diwali,
Raja, Osha festival. It is also used
in the naming-ritual g
of a new born baby. [ &)
Whenever the v
Bhanra may be but PG4
it rushes back to the ['/l
flowers smelling its |[@&/\< :
spreading fragnance. |
There is lot of
fragrance after the |
flowers are bloomed. |
There are many f;
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flower plants have been planted in the
temple. We take flowers with us while
visiting the temple. We take garland
o for the God while visiting the
1 temple. if we don't get any
{9 flowers then we go with our
| friends to collect flowers
"2 from the garden. We play
/% game arranging the flowers.
21 There are hibiscus, Tagara,
marigold and Dahlia flowers in
d village lane.
Jagyanaseni Naik,
Class Vill
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AGRAGAMEE
Our school name is Mukta
GyanaKutira, Agragamee School,

Kashipur, Rayagada. There are two
libraries in our school. Out of the
two libraries one is Central Library
and the other is School Library. The
school children of Agragamee go
to library every to read books. The
School teacher asks fto take book
after they enroll their name in the
Issue Register there, the name of
the book issued. We take the book
of our choice. We go through it and

after finishing it we return the book
and keep it in the library shelf as
had been kept there earlier. After
we have finished our reading we
retold the story to the junior school
children. The books I have read
are - '‘Badalara Ice-cream, Bani, Gol
GolGolu, Donger Katha, RelaGadira
Kahani, ChinuraUpahara. These are
the books I have gone through.

There are many  books
in  the library like Chinura
Upahara, Asa  Bahi Kinijiba,
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Agraduta, 6ol GolGolu, Machha Mane Kara, Ajira PaniPariba Chaso, Tinko
SabuHasile,Phen,BagaORajakumara, Land our Liooo.... Amma Chis Glasses.
Badalara Icecream, Alu Malu Kalu, We clap our hands after the Class V
Relagadira Kahani, SemankaraPilanka children finish their reading.

Gapabahi, Dongar Katha, Maa Jaldi Barsa Naik, Vill: Patamund
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Baghamara Pathara Nadi

Our village name is Kalakani. There
is a river in our village. It is called
'‘Baghamara Pathara Nadi'. In earlier
days it was covered with very dense
forest and was a big river. But, it has
shrunk in its size over the time. In
earlier times tigers used to live near
the river. That's why the river has
been named as '‘Baghamara Pathara’ (a
place where a tiger was killed) River.
There are many big stones in the
Baghamara Pathara River. In earlier
times these stones were shifting
their position because these stones
were soft. When the tiger used to
jump from one stone to another
these stones dipped below the water
to knee level. In earlier days, the
villagers used to go to sleep after
the evening closing their doors and
windows altogether. When ‘rhey were
asleep the tiger roared A
around 10.00 pm or 11.00 |
pm in the night. The |
villagers suddenly awoken
from their sleep in fear
and anticipated whether
the ftiger had entered
the village or not. Then
they silently heard the
roaring of the tiger.

They talked among
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themselves and confused whether
the roaring voice coming from the
river or from other sources and
meanwhile they went to sleep again.
When it was morning they were
considering among themselves which
river to go for the bath. In those
times those who ventured in to the
Baghamara Pathar river they couldn't
come back alive because those
were hunted by that tiger. That's
why the villagers couldn't venture
into the riverside. In those times,
once an old man from a neighboring
village visited this village as a guest.
Afterwards, that old man set out for
his village. He thought that it would
be good to walk across the Baghamara
Pathara River than the existing
village road and he did started his
Jour'ney ‘rha‘r way ¢ across the river,



2IgISl <l
AGRAGAMEE

S QN RIS () B 6 N SA AD) T 55

B DRem) 10 TG e oy e e B
R gﬁgﬁfﬁ?ﬁi A ;\:’S@ﬁ%fa\\ caﬁ% \
RO ROTH RS &5 afim @ | egeR 96 Gl
N AE S uF oy GOE &) NS TN = &9, Q&)
! ﬁ"-@ﬁﬁ'} fﬁ""ll@t l%|%ﬂ} aN&D ﬁﬁ@g@%m @E@}E@HGER@ y
BOSh) emiemmie cn@ A 6‘3)5@:@ = @ﬁ%@@% 'l
A, QR & A, A \s@ﬁ‘%’f&%@ 6«"5)?1?% \ 6@1@% -.
6%l RGN e ©6) G IR GRIM BIE G
Ot 3G ). S G6) O @ IR & e §
1% o) BlooR aim 08 -
P Oor) 7). s &Rl | NE
-tﬁg?iGﬁ%@;@ﬁ@ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁmeﬁﬁ¢ﬁ

a1, o1 90 @m o SR S

> R
O el cm@ A, GRem BN

o (n/ﬁm@ “';jkll'-Q’q? =
R ﬁ:’%@ et ‘aﬁ% ﬁ;f‘\_: fﬂ“l‘%\rﬁ@m g}_@i%lmm
) 6 e ocl SR dEe @ TS V7.
PO AT T e \ et a@) SR
O’lﬁ&ﬁﬁiﬁ‘} @@Gﬁﬁl"@,% "R ")
, S XN, UM Al O ERED_ G i
QA AR DR royy eralies) RIS
Y o, 6Q63g, 25 SRR P SR 1P
i|sloy G AGR G R a0 R @f*ﬁ%‘@i sif .1
BI5). TR10)E) e midd™. e MBI, (e rena Qi) e
'&gﬁmn¢ﬁgzmmlqﬁﬁﬁL@ﬁﬁmﬁﬁ@ﬁutfﬁﬂﬁi@ﬁﬁjﬁa p
S DGR \v JRIm 0GR IS P P el ATy
DS, YR

A Report by Students | 49



2GSl
AGRAGAMEE

When he was walking across |
the river the ftiger and the |
snake roared ferociously. The [§&
old man said, "Where do these |
roaring voices come from?" f
The old man wasn't afraid of
that ferocious roaring voice.
He went across the river.

The tiger couldn't do

anything to that old man
because the old man had in
possession of some herbal
medicines calm down any such danger.
That's why the tiger couldn't do
anything to him. The old man reached
his village, sat down on the terrace
of his home and asked himself, "Are
the Kalakani villagers afraid of the
tiger or not?“The tiger, deity and
the snake roar so high. Meanwhile,
his wife, the old woman, came there
while the old man was thinking about
the condition of the Kalakani village
people. She asked him, "Why are
you sitting here, why don't you come
inside?” The old man went inside
and told his wife all that happened
with him at the Baghamara Pathar
River. The old woman was horrified
at hearing the incident. Then how do
the Kalakani villagers live? The old
man and woman both were concerned.
One day they went to Kalakani village
and told the people, "Are you aware
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of what occurs at the river or not?"
The people said, "What can we do
Samudi? We know everything but
have been bearing it silently. We
could do something if there were any
means at our disposal to solve the
issue." The old couple said, "If you
agree with us then we will offer you a
solution to this issue and accordingly
you will act to solve this crisis." Our
village people agreed to this guidance.
They called for a Disari from Renga
or Siriguda village on which we have
no idea. The village people narrated
the incidents that occur at the
Baghamara Pathara River.

After hearing all these
happenings, the Disari could see
all those scenes of incidents of
how the tiger is was jumping from
one stone to another, the snake
moving on the stones and the
shifting of position of stones.
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He said, "I will bind these evil forces
inarope in the river but you shouldn't
tread in that path of the river in
future and for your safety.” Our
village people in those times happily
agreed to the terms of the Disari.
The Disari then brought a rope and
iron nails and went to the Baghamara
Pathara River. There he offered a

prayer with llgh‘rmg the candle and
perfume smoke and then he blocked
the evil forces with fixing up the rope
with the iron nails there. From that
day onwards the Baghamara Pathara
River has become peaceful. If he
had not fixed up the iron nails on the
river stones then those stones would
have continued to shift their position
every now and then. After the fixing
up the iron nails on those stones that
have remained fixed to their position

52 | A Report by Students

permanently. I don't know whether
the Disari,who had did the Baghamara
River stones 'confinement’ ritual, is
alive or not. My grandfather's father
had told my grandfather not to let
children venture into the Baghamara
River. This was being advised to my
grandfather. He passed it to my
father. He told my parents and to
% : my father's elder
brother's wife
(6rand Maa). Both
my mother and
Grand Maa led to
panicky. My mother
told the entire story
of Baghamara River
to me and my elder
sister.  When my
mother and my Grand
Maa told us we were
also terrified after
knowing about those incidents of
Baghamara Pathara river. I asked my
mother and Grand Maa, "If the tiger
was living there in those days then
where did he go afterwards?” My
mother replied, "You are small child,
you should know whatever we told
you." But, my Grand Maa told me, *
The village people of those
days had called a Disari and he did a
ritual performance to confine those
evil forces. That's why the ftiger is
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not there, or perhaps it may be there
but we haven't seen it or known it.
Don't you see the footsteps of the
tiger on those river stones? When
you are going to the river for your
bath incidentally you put your steps
on the footsteps of tiger. Therefore,
we tell you for your safety. You
should never venture into the river
during the evening time. Anything
may happen - who knows, how can we
know? Inearlier times the Baghamara
Pathara River was covered with
dense forest. That's why the tiger,
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snake and deities were living there.
Even during the day time the village
people were afraid to venture into
the river.

Now, as the dense forest cover
was cleared those tiger, snake and
deities left for somewhere. Now,
anyone can walk across the river
during the day or night time. The
people clean their clothes in the
river. And, now, the people are also
freely able to travel across the river
without any fear.

Lipi Jhodia, Class V, Vill: Kalakani
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Garden

There is a beautiful garden in our
school. I do the watering fo plants
in the garden every day. We pluck
flowers from the garden and put
it on our head. There are very
small insects in the flowers. There
are Rose, Hibiscus, Pinwheel, Lily,
Champak, Dahlia, Zinnia, Butterfly
Pea efc. flowers in our garden. The
honeybees perch on the flowers in
search of honey buzzing past from
one flower to another. I love to take
snapshots in the garden.

= *‘

- 'I_,-
= Vi

The flower plants in the garden
are full of flowers every day. The
school garden is a very big one. It
has a banyan tree and guava, lichhi,
strawberry, mango, jackfruit etc.
fruit trees are there. There is a
dustbin put in place to collect dry
leaves and other waste matter.
Others are very happy to visit the
garden.

Janani Majhi,
Class - VI, Semiliguda
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Rainy Day

There are lightening occurs in the
rainy season. The dark clouds move
in the sky. The children go to school
using umbrella. The road-side trees'
vine broke loose and fall down on
the road. The showers of rain occur
as the dark clouds roam the sky.
My father goes to field to manage
agricultural activities. He ploughs
the fields and sow paddy seeds
there. The village people go to the
hills to plant Mango, Litchi, Cashew,
Simarouba saplings. In our family
garden tomato, brinjal, maize, lady's
finger, potato etc. and many other
vegetables are grown. Paddy crops
are grown in the lowland. The mango
and cashew seeds are planted in the
hills during the rainy season. There
is good harvest of paddy in the after
rainy season. The villagers manage
their family from such livelihood
activities. In the uplands many crops
are grown like paddy and other minor
millets like Mandia (finger millets),
Kosala (Little millets), Alasi (Niger)
etc. Many flower saplings are planted
in our family garden.

There are many kinds of flowers
like Marigold, Rose Jasmine, Crepe
Jasmine etc. bloom in the garden.
The garden looks gracious in the
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presence of these flowers. The Rose
Jasmine and Marigold flowers also
look very dazzling in the garden. The
honey-bee fly down buzzing and sit
on these flowers. There are Marigold
and Dahlia flowers also bloom in the

garden. The Marigold and Champa/
Plumeria Alba flowers also create
stunning beauty in the garden.
That's why I love to do photo
session in the garden. In the filed
the insects infect the paddy crops.
The rain water gets stored in the
paddy field. The road-side trees
breaks down and fall down to the
ground. The rain water also gets
collected around the houses and
often run into the house when its
level rises with rain. It causes lot of
difficulty in cooking. At some places
the electric poles also break down
and fall to the ground. There is lot
of difficulties at night to sleep.
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We find it very convenient access
to bath in rainy season due to water
availability. The fish, crab and snake
live in the river. It is also convenient
to grow crops during the monsoon
season. The villagers catch fish,
crab and cook it as food. The trees
and leaves also look very healthy
and beautiful. We love to take
photography of this greenery. There
is ample greenery everywhere during
the rainy season. That really causes
striking beauty. The fish, snake,
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crab and frog merrily engaged in
play among themselves in the rainy
season. We love to take our cattle
stock, goat and sheep for grazing.
In the rivers even the some
cattle are also carried away by the
flooded rivers and face death. The
cattle, goat and birds and animals
also die if there's heavy to heavy
rain occurs during the rainy season.
Lalit Sahu,
Ranjuguda Sikshyakendra
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Goat

We have three goats. My grandfather
accompanies them to the field for
their food and he brings them back
home in the evening. He keeps them in
their shed. The goats eat paddy, little
millets etc. They look very beautiful
to me. They eat Mahanimba leaves
(Melia azedarach Linn. belonging to
tree of family Meliaceae). I have
seen people sell goats for money.
And, whatever they earn from this
sale they manage their familiy. The
goats also drink water. We have got
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a shed for these goats. They stay in
that shed. The goats help us in many
ways.

The kids of goats cry for its
mother milk as ‘meheh..meheh’. Its
mother takes her kids to the field in
search of its own food. They go fo
the forest for their food. My father
brings fodder for our goat kids.
They eat grass. Afterwards, they
are fixed kept in their shed.

Sanjukta Mjhi,
Class IV, Semiliguda
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Chingudi Jharan O Kumda Jharan

There are two streams in our village.
One stream is called Chingudi JTharan
and the other is known as Kumda
Jharan. We go there for a walk every
day. Lot of beautiful flowers bloom
there in its bank. This magnifies
the beauty of
the  stream.

rainy season. In the downstream of
the stream a dam been constructed.
There are many aquatic creatures
like fish; crab, prawn, snake efc.
live in that dam. There are two big
stones in the stream. There is a big

Therefore, [
people  from [
other village [
also visit here
to experience
the richness of

nature. They
also  organise
pichic here.

There are many
agricultural
fields hear
the  stream.
The people irrigate their fields to
manage their paddy crops here. They
also consturuct a watch tower and
protect their crops from the wild
animals. The people go for the bath
to the stream if they got muddy dirt
while managing crop activities in the
field.

The stream becomes bulkier
and looks more beautiful during the
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banyan tree on the stone. The birds
flock down to the banyan tree to eat
its berry. A big forest is there in the
neighbourhood of the stream. Lot of
birds and animals live in that forest.
The birds and animals are parrot,
Sari, pigeon, crow, stork, swallow,
bear; deer, rabbit etc. live in that
forest.

Gouri Naik, Class V, Vill: Dumel
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About Weekly Market

Our village people visit the weekly
market of Gorakhapur on Saturday.
It is located at a distance of 3 km.
Therefore, some people from our
village go there by walk while others
reach there by vehicle. Various items
starting with vegetables fo dress,
soap, oil, anklets etc. are available in
that weekly market. One day I had
been to that market. I found out some
people have been to that market as
seller while others have visited that
market as buyers. Some vehicles had
been ferrying goods through the
road to the market. There are many
exotic food items like Jilapi, Pakoda,
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chowmin etc. are sold. Some people go
to that market to sell their chicken,
goats, sheep etc. there are many
kinds of flowers and fruits are sold
in the market. Some people visit the
market to sell their indigenous liquor
items like Landa, Salapa, Pendom etc.

This market is organised once
a week on Saturday. There are
mango and banyan trees there. The
sellers sell their items with pleasure
under these trees. I love fo viist the
market. I purchased dress, sleepers
and nail-polish from the market.

Tarunee Jhodia, Class V,
Badamaribhatta
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About Water

Water is life. Water is being used for
all activities. Mothers collect water
for cooking and also collect drinking
water in their home. Some

agriculture. The farmers construct
drain and release the water through
the drain to their farmland. The

creatures die due to water
scarcity. So, the water is
not easily available in some
places. We are in this world
due to water, I am very much
fond of water. Other life
forms and animals are able
to live in this world due to
water. In villages dug-wells
are installed to facilitate
water  availability.  The
people draw water from the
dug-well for their various
use and in some village piped
water has been installed for
their diverse use. water is
used by the people. in some
places dug-well is installed
where there's no facility of
piped water.

A5 Hrasla .1-'||i"‘i "

i Lk caskr oy

The human beings
are able to live using mostly dug-
well water. They collect drinking
water from the dug-well and take
home. Some people use water for
house construction. The house also
gets constructed due to availability
of water. Water is also used for
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farmers manage agriculture. They
plant saplingsintheir field. The people
of our village use long pipe to fit with
the pipe point to their home for the
purpose of house construction. The
people of our village easily construct
houses using piped water.
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I love to go to the river and play on
the river-dam. I know how to swim.
It is very enjoyable fo play on the
river-dam. There's a small river-dam
in our village. We go there and play
everyday. The children of our village
also enjoy a lot playing at the river-
dam. There are many children in our
village. They go to river and play
there everyday. There's no enough
water availability in the summer
season. Therefore, the water flow
of the river is very low. The summer
season is hotter. Due to hot summer
people drink more water. If the head
is hot then they search for water.
People are in great distress to find
water in summer season.

Therefore, whenever they go
they search for water. They carry a
big or small water bottle with them.
They drink the water when they are
thirsty. In the hot summer a pot
of drinking water is stored under a
banyan tree to make it cool in some
village. The passer-by drink the
water from the pot. Some people
passing-by from a long distance are
in great distress for drinking water.
Therefore, drinking water is stored
by the road-side in some places. Tt
is comforting to drink cool water in
hot summer. The hot water is doesn't
taste nice.

Khageswar Majhi, Class X, Vill:
Semiliguda
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My Family

My family is a small family. I love it
very much even if it is a small family.
We are four members live in our
family - my two brothers and I. My
mother is alive but my father is not.
My two brothers are elder than me.
My family is very poor. Our house is a
small sheet house. We all live in that
small house. We don't have much land.
We also get little amount of PDS
(Public Distribution System) rice.
We manage with that. My mother is
already old. My two brothers manage
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our family. There is no availability
of money at home. My brothers are
very af fectionate to me. I manage my
school study in the Thutibar village
Tribal Residential Welfare (TRW)
School. T study in Class VI. In spite
of this my brothers are doing their
best to help me continue with my
study there. My brothers are very
good. But, once they get angry they
become very bad. They shout at me
if I don't sit for my school study or
for my any fault.
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They become happy if I work
anything properly. They get those
things whenever I ask for something.
If I became angry and didn't fake any
food then my mother would console
me and would feed me. She is also
very affectionate and caring for me.
She gets me those things whatever

JE
—‘_'*_,.rﬂ:-,

m‘ .\.‘

I ask for. My mother's widow pension
helps a little bit to managing the
family. My family members are very
affectionate towards me. I also love
my family very much. My family is
everything for me.

Chumki Naik, Patamund
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